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Abstract. The article is intended to study social innovations as a tool of 
state sustainability strategy promoting development of human potential and 
improved quality of life. To achieve this goal, the methods of scientific 
cognition were used: dialectic, analysis and synthesis, generalization, 
comparisons. The research is based on studying relevant scientific and 
periodic economic literature. The research found out that the primary forms 
of social innovations are social enterprise, social entrepreneurship, social 
cooperation, social partnership, social contract. However, the process of 
replicating and scaling social innovations in Russia is slow due to negative 
objective and subjective factors. Most important of them include no single 
regulatory framework, irregular development of certain areas of the 
country, insufficient resources, deficient budgets of many Russian 
Federation constituents, etc. Therefore, the determinant of diffusion of 
social innovations must be efficient socio-innovative state policy that will 
use alternative means, methods and practices to reduce social tension in the 
society, increase real income of the population, which must finally result in 
expanded reproduction of all results and factors of economic growth as 
well as sustainable regional development. The novelty of the paper is 
justification of social innovation forms that act as an efficient tool of the 
state sustainable development strategy.  
Keywords: social innovations, state strategy, human capital, quality of 
life, economic growth 

1 Introduction 
The differentiation of the level and quality of life is increasing every year in the regions, 
and this is one of the most important problems of regional sustainable development.  

The term of regional sustainable development is a derivative of the sustainability 
category that means development meeting the current needs without menacing the ability of 
future generations to satisfy their own needs [1]. 
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The authors note that the regional sustainable development is mediated by effects of 
various external and internal factors one of which is state policy. It “includes tools and 
methods applied by authorities to stimulate ... socio-economic processes of the region in 
order to achieve sustainability of its development” [2]. 

The common fact is that innovation is not only an economic mechanism and technical 
progress but also a social phenomenon [3], since the development of the human potential, 
its multiplication and continuous expanded reproduction is the primary source of regional 
sustainable development. 

Therefore, it can be stated that social innovations are a tool of state policy in order to 
achieve regional sustainable development. 

 Social innovation is a newly emerged category in the scientific literature. It is debatable 
since there is a lot of options to interpret its essence and content. Therefore, key issues of 
the research are no single methodological approach to the essence and content of social 
innovations, classification of their forms and types, no empirical basis for practical studies 
of how the propagation level of social innovations affects the development of individual 
regions. By generalizing the results of researches in this area, it can be stated that social 
innovations are various new methods and practices mainly intended to improve the human 
well-being with fewer risks and losses as compared to existing methods. Such innovations 
are highly novel for development of a certain region and can be used to define factors and 
effect points that promote transformational changes [4]. The authors believe that the 
primary subject that forms or implements social innovations is the government: it sets game 
rules and primary social standards for all economic subjects; while business is aimed at 
making profit rather than solving social problems. 

2 Materials and methods 
The research is intended for comprehensive analysis of theoretical researches of social 
innovations to consider them from a perspective of a tool to implement the sustainable 
development state policy. The viability of using this approach is mainly defined by a 
sufficiently high number of social problems that negatively affect socio-economic 
development of each Russian region. The research objectives are to study the 
implementation forms of social innovations, identify problems of their scaling and 
replicating on the regional level, define the role of state policy in their distribution.  

The research used general scientific approaches to cognition. In particular, the 
dialectical method identified primary attributes of social enterprises, social 
entrepreneurship, social cooperation, social partnership, social contract. Analysis and 
generalization of scientific literature and periodicals uncovered issues in implementation of 
social innovations and justified the role of state policy in their scaling and replicating. 
Comparative methods were used to formulate the primary scientific hypothesis and 
conclusions upon the research outcomes.  

3 Results 

Social innovations represent a structurally complicated category that is described by 
multiple forms and types that are constantly changed, modified and transformed depending 
on the state policy.  

This is covered in researches of such authors as E. Ravazzoli, D.E. Valero [5], K. Joel 
[6], М. Rabadjieva, А. Butzin [7], T.D. Romaschenko [8] and others. The theoretical 
analysis helped the authors identifying primary forms of social innovations represented in 
Figure 1. 
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Fig. 1. Forms of social innovations Source: Compiled by authors. 

The essence of entrepreneurship suggests that the business man should carry out 
activities intended not only for profiting but for addressing social issues as well as 
achieving goals of sustainable socio-economic development. It can be stated that such 
business is characterized by conventional entrepreneurship features and charity activity, 
which is “described by a combination of business and commercial means with social goals” 
[9].  

The company may also develop programs of corporative social responsibility intended 
to solve important social issues and achievement of social development goals [10]. In this 
case, the business sector of economy voluntarily accepts additional social obligations 
intended to improve the quality of life of company employees and their family members 
and development of local community at the location of such company. 

One of the most important development areas of social innovations is social partnership 
that represents a special mechanism for approval of interests of all participants of social 
reproduction based on equality principles of mutual relationships between them as well as 
equitable cooperation. The goal of social partnership is compliance with interests of each 
stakeholder of existing labor relations. 

Another form of social innovations having a substantial effect on sustainable 
development of areas is conclusion of various contracts between state structures and 
households that found themselves in difficult life circumstances and not capable of solving 
the social problems of its own. In this case, an agreement is concluded between them to 
improve the welfare level of a certain household and the obtained funds are initial capital 
for business setup, re-qualification, homestead development, etc.  
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Let us state that implementation of social innovations in Russia has just started in 
regional areas and is at the initial stage of development. There are certain problems 
impeding innovative processes in social area, some of which are represented in Figure 2. 

 
Fig. 2. Modern issues in implementing social innovations. Source: Compiled by authors. 

In this manner, propagation of experience of social innovations is the basis for 
improving the welfare of population, its life quality, and expanding economic capabilities. 
Using tools of state policy, the state defines the occurrence vector of various forms of social 
innovations, which is finally one of the primary factors and conditions for achieving 
sustainable development of areas. 

4 Discussion  

The research results can be used for further scientific surveys in the field of social 
innovations and the role of state sector in sustainable development of the region. 
Implementing social innovations at the regional level in Russia promotes sustainable socio-
economic development [13]. Therefore, innovative forms include organization of social 
enterprise, expanding the zone of social entrepreneurship and cooperation, development of 
social partnership and entering into social contracts.  

Social innovations are closer related with natural development laws. In accordance with 
this, people achieve their goals in sustainable development by improving the labor process 
[14].  

Stable economic development requires permanent state policy based on continuous 
socio-innovative development and implementation of human potential, improved 
population welfare, with minimal risks and losses [15].  

Ubiquitous propagation of know-how of social innovations and successfully practical 
implementation of state projects in this area leads to a positive socio-economic effect in the 
society and sustainable development of regions. Implementing social innovations promotes 
reduced unemployment and social inequality, development of human capital, growing 
expenses of homesteads and ensuring comfortable conditions for life, improved social 
protection of population and creating an accessible habitat for each person, developed 
social infrastructure, improved environment, etc.  

The practical significance of research results is that they can be used for further analysis 
of effects of social innovations on sustainable development in Russia, but today’s reality of 
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innovation activities in social field [11].  

The system for regulation and development of primary forms of social innovations is at the 
initial stage of development.                                               

State policy has a more pronounced economic component. In such conditions, addressing 
social issues, namely, by distributing social innovations, become less significant.  

Regions substantially vary by the level of social development [12]                                          
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their formation, implementation and scaling implies a number of significant problems and 
administrative barriers. 

5 Conclusion  
The research intended to consider the forms of social innovations from the perspective of 
state sustainability tools resulted in the following conclusions: 

firstly, innovations in the social area are one of the most advanced tools of state 
economy regulation intended to achieve sustainable development of regions through such 
forms as social enterprise, social entrepreneurship, social cooperation, social partnership, 
social contract. 

secondly, their propagation and replication problems in Russia are as follows: no 
unified regulatory base in the field of social innovations as well as management state 
authorities in this field, differentiation of economic and social conditions in various regions, 
low level of social capital; 

thirdly, the theoretical analysis showed that the state policy must include an innovative 
component. Since the innovative way of social development suggests economic growth and 
improved quality of life, which is mainly defined by propagation of social innovations. 
Implementing social innovations creates new social values and improves social climate 
within a certain area or region. In these conditions, the regions will see their sustainable 
development. 
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No unified regulatory framework in Russia to implement social innovations and develop 
innovation activities in social field [11].  

The system for regulation and development of primary forms of social innovations is at the 
initial stage of development.                                               

State policy has a more pronounced economic component. In such conditions, addressing 
social issues, namely, by distributing social innovations, become less significant.  

Regions substantially vary by the level of social development [12]                                          

 

 

their formation, implementation and scaling implies a number of significant problems and 
administrative barriers. 

5 Conclusion  
The research intended to consider the forms of social innovations from the perspective of 
state sustainability tools resulted in the following conclusions: 

firstly, innovations in the social area are one of the most advanced tools of state 
economy regulation intended to achieve sustainable development of regions through such 
forms as social enterprise, social entrepreneurship, social cooperation, social partnership, 
social contract. 

secondly, their propagation and replication problems in Russia are as follows: no 
unified regulatory base in the field of social innovations as well as management state 
authorities in this field, differentiation of economic and social conditions in various regions, 
low level of social capital; 

thirdly, the theoretical analysis showed that the state policy must include an innovative 
component. Since the innovative way of social development suggests economic growth and 
improved quality of life, which is mainly defined by propagation of social innovations. 
Implementing social innovations creates new social values and improves social climate 
within a certain area or region. In these conditions, the regions will see their sustainable 
development. 

References 
1. G.M. Eichler, E.J. Swarz, Sust. Devel., 11(2), 522 (2019). 

https://doi.org/10.3390/su11020522 
2. T.V. Uskova, Reg. Devel. Probl., 2(106), 7-18 (2020). 

https://doi.org/10.15838/ptd.2020.2.106.1 
3. B.G. Ivanovsky, Econ. Soc. Probl. Rus., 41, 104-126 (2020). 

https://doi.org/10.31249/espr/2020.01.05 
4. K. Castro-Arce, F. Vanclay, J. Rural Stud., 74, 45-54 (2020). 

https://doi:10.1016/j.jrurstud.2019.11.010 
5. E. Ravazzoli, D.E. Valero, Sustainable Cities and Communities, in W. Leal Filho, A. 

Azul, L. Brandli, P. Özuyar, T. Wall (eds.), Encyclopedia of the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals, 1-10 (2020). https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-71061-7_108-1 

6. C. Joel, D. Nel-Sanders, Administratio, 29(1), 66 (2021) 
7. M. Rabadjieva, A. Butzin, Europ. Plan. Stud., 28(5), 925-940 (2020). 

https://doi.org/10.1080/09654313.2019.1577362 
8. T.D. Romaschenko, A.E. Kisova, Bul. Voronezh State Univ. Ser.: Econ. Manag., 3, 

25-33 (2020). https://doi.org/10.17308/econ.2020.3/3102 
9. F. Avelino, J.M. Wittmayer, B. Pel, P. Weaver, A. Dumitru, A. Haxeltine, T. 

O’Riordan, Techn. Forecast. Soc. Change, 145, 195-206 (2019). 
https://doi:10.1080/09654313.2019.1578339 

10. T. Romaschenko, I. Gersonskaya, E3S Web of Conf., 208, 07001 (2020). 
https://doi.org/10.1051/e3sconf/202020807001  

11. E.M. Akhmetshin, K.E. Kovalenko, L.V. Goloshchapova, A.G. Polyakova, E.A. 
Erzinkyan, G.M. Murzagalina, J. Entrep. Edu., 21(S2), 1-10 (2018). 



6

The III International applied research conference  “Human resource management within the framework of realisation of national development goals 
and strategic objectives”

Dela Press Conference Series: Economics, Business and Management  Vol. 001, 033 (2022)                   https://doi.org/10.56199/dpcsebm.xjzw1453

6

The III International applied research conference  “Human resource management within the framework of realisation of national development goals 
and strategic objectives”

Dela Press Conference Series: Economics, Business and Management  033, 01033/2022                         https://doi.org/10.56199/dpcsebm.xjzw1453

 

 

12. A.E. Kisova, K.V. Barsukova, E3S Web of Conf., 258, 06010 (2021). 
https://doi.org/10.1051/e3sconf/202125806010 

13. M.V. Rajskaya, A.A. Sagdeeva, I.A. Gusarova, Y.V. Panteleeva, T.V. Malysheva, I.G. 
Ershova, Human. Soc. Sci. Rev., 7(4), 1262-1268 (2019). 
https://doi.org/10.18510/hssr.2019.74174 

14. S.M. Talerchik, J. Legal Econ. Stud., 3, 185-191 (2019). 
https://doi.org/10.26163/GIEF.19.90.032 

15. E.C. Tortia, F. Degavre, S. Poledrini, Annals Soc. Cooper. Econ., 91(3), 459-477 
(2020). https://doi.org/10.1111/apce.12265 


